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SUBJECT: COPPER - UK REACTIONS TO UNCTAD COPPER 
CONSULTATIONS 

REF: STATE 82484 

1 . UK DEL CHIEF TO RECENT UNCTAD CONSULTATIONS ON 
COPPER (MICHAEL JOHNSON) TOLD EMBOFF APRIL 9 HE WAS 
QUITE SATISFIED WITH COURSE OF COPPER CONSULTATIONS. 
JOHNSON GAVE US DEL VERY HIGH MARKS FOR ITS OPENING 
STATEMENT WHICH SET TONE OF MEETING AND PROVIDED 
ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK. HE OBSERVED THAT MEETING WAS 
NOTABLE FOR CONSTRUCTIVE ATTITUDE OF CONSUMERS, WHO 
HAD OBVIOUSLY SPENT TIME BEFOREHAND ANALYZING PROBLEM. 
PRODUCERS, ON OTHER HAND, AS A GROUP WERE WEAK AND 
SEEMED TO BE "LOOKING FOR HELP". 

2. JOHNSON'S ACCOUNT OF UNCTAD SECRET ARIAT’S EFFORT 
TO GUIDE DISCUSSIONS WAS SIMILAR TO THAT IN GENEVA 
2331. 

3. RE NEXT STEPS, JOHNSON SAID HE STRONGLY FAVORED 
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SECRETARIAT BEYOND THE CONTROL OF UNCTAD. HE THOUGHT 
IT WAS MOST IMPORTANT TO PLACE FUTURE COPPER CONSUL- 
TATIONS ON A TECHNICAL BASIS, WITH POLITICAL CONSIDERATION 
HELD TO A MINIMUM. HE SEEMED TO THINK THAT MATTERS 
WERE MOVING IN THIS DIRECTION. QUESTIONED ABOUT 
THE SITE FOR ANY FUTURE COPPER GROUP, JOHNSON PERSON- 
ALLY FAVORED LONDON. HE THOUGHT THAT THE ATMOSPHERE 
WITH HMG WAS PARTICULARLY GOOD AT THE PRESENT TIME 
FOR THIS BUT NOTED THAT HOSTSHIP WOULD HAVE TO BE 
CAREFULLY NEGOTIATED AND THE INTERIM COMMITTEE WOULD 
HAVE TO COME UP WITH A PROPOSAL BEFORE ANYTHING COULD 
BE DONE. HE ADDED THAT HE WAS CURRENTLY INVOLVED IN 
EFFORT TO BE ABLE TO MAKE A HOSTSHIP OFFER TO THE 
LEAD AND ZINC STUDY GROUP. 

ARMSTRONG 
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